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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
The writer was led to make this study as a result of a conference
with the Research Department of the Greater Boston Community Council.
It was pointed out by this Department that no study had ever been made
of the total Recreational Program of the Churches of Boston. Inasmuch
as the author had been instrumental in starting a phase of the Catholic
Youth Organization Program in Newton, it was suggested that the writer
might do some research in a limited area of Boston. The Dorchester
Area was selected because it is considered by the Greater Boston
Community Council to be a typical, average urban community. Also,
within that area are located enough parishes to make the study quite
comprehensive.
A similar study is being made by another student regarding the
Protestant Churches of Dorchester. "When these studies have been com-
pleted and the same kind of information can be secured for the Jewish
Congregation a rather complete summary of the Church Recreation Program
will have been made for the first time.
Scope of Study
The study includes all the Roman Catholic Parishes of Dorchester
except that of Mattapan. The material gathered includes facts regard-
ing the social, cultural, athletic, and religious activities of the
Catholic Youth Organization as well as information regarding its
membership. Certain facts on recreational programs which are beyond
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the Catholic Youth Organization relationships have also been included
which to all intents and purposes makes this study one which covers all
church-leisure-time activities for all age groups. These facts are
presented in such a way both by tables and comments that the Catholic
Youth Organization activities as such and "other" programs are clearly
portrayed. A section on the history of the Catholic Youth Organization
has also been added to give background.
Basis of Parish Membership
Any study of a Catholic community must recognize that the lack of
accurate statistics is a definite limitation. The fact that the census
of the United States does not include the statistics of religious
groups means that most figures are merely estimates or approximations.
Such a limitation has been faced in this study but an attempt is made
to arrive at a valid figure. Each Parish Director was asked to record
the total number of registered members in his own parish. Since the
parish census is taken annually, the writer feels that the figures
gathered are authentic.
It is realized that there is a degree of duplication of members
in activities within a given parish. According to Canon Law, minors
belong to the parish in which their parents or guardians hold member-
ship. Only bonafide residents of a particular parish are eligible to
represent their parish in the Catholic Youth Organization. This
insures no duplication of participant activity between parishes.
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Purpose and Method of Study
Data regarding the Catholic Youth Organization of Dorchester in-
cluded in the following pages was secured by visiting the Parish Youth
Director of each parish. The schedule of questions was explained to
each Director in charge of the Catholic Youth Organization affairs and
the answers were recorded at that time.
In the conduct of the study of the Catholic Youth Organization in
Dorchester from the standpoint of its objectives it is necessary to em-
ploy the survey approach in order to arrive at an intelligent under-
standing of the extent of the Catholic Youth Organization program in
Dorchester. It is also of utmost importance to be fully cognizant of
the existing organized life in the parish of the area and to be complete-
ly conversant with the degree of service which the parishes render the
community in order to have the necessary equipment for scientifically
determining the extent and character of program. By this method of
evaluating an organization, the problems will be more clearly evident
and the writer will not fall into the danger of wandering too far
afield in the analysis of the problem. Where the parish machinery
which formulates and executes the policies is inadequate, it will be
clearly indicated. V/here the discrepancies are will be pointed out
and measures suggested which may indicate a solution of the problem.
Briefly stated, this study aims at four specific questions; namely:
1. "What is the purpose, function, and scope of the
Catholic Youth Organization?
2, What activities of the Catholic Youth Organization
are carried on by parishes affiliated with this
program in the Dorchester Area?
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3. Is each parish fulfilling its responsibilities to
its communicants, by providing them with media
for activities?
U. Has the Catholic Youth Organization program assisted
the total community in meeting the recreational
needs of youth and adults of Dorchester?
Reasons for Catholic Youth Organization
More than ever nowadays an extended and careful vigilance
is necessary, inasmuch as the dangers of moral and religious
shipwreck are greater for inexperienced youth. It is no less
necessary to direct and watch the education of the adolescent,
'Soft as wax to be molded into vice', in whatever other
environment he may happen to be, removing occasions of evil
and providing occasions for good in his recreational social
intercourse; for 'evil communication corrupt good manners
Since these ideas expressed by Pope Pius XI in his encyclical on
"Christian Education of Youth" refer to inexperienced youths of all
creeds, it is apparent that the lives of all our young people. Catholic
and non-Catholic alike, are subjected to pernicious influences.
In support of this concern for youth, the latest figures on
juvenile delinquency are in complete accord with the opinions of the
late Supreme Pontiff. They reveal on the surface of the social body,
an open sore that is becoming more pronounced and seriously aggravated
by the past war and its consequences
.
Not only the more prominent but even the more conservative
authorities in the field of juvenile delinquency draw our attention to
the present post war increase in those phases of anti-social behavior
1 Pope Pius XI, Encyclical on Christian Education of Youth . New
York: The American Press, l$3b.
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which, unless curbed, will continue to undermine the youth structure
of the nation. In an article by Clement S. Mihanovich, "Who Is the
Juvenile Delinquent?"
a
summary of findings and conclusions on the
characteristics of juvenile delinquents as depicted in the outstanding
works in juvenile delinquency, reveal that juvenile manifestations of
misbehavior originate early in childhood. Drs
.
Sheldon and Eleanor
Glueck found the mean age of boys examined at the Judge Baker Founda-
tion Clinic in Boston to be thirteen years and five months and the
time of their first delinquency nine years and seven months. They
discovered also that over one-third seriously misbehaved before their
eighth year. They concluded in another study of one thousand
delinquent boys that 90 per cent spent their leisure time harmfully.
The relatively small number of studies pertinent to the correla-
tion of religion with juvenile delinquency renders impossible our
arrival at any satisfactory conclusion. However, the Delinquency
Committee of the White House Conference found that of 2 191 delinquents
studied 37 per cent definitely had no church connection. Cooley dis-
covered that in the majority of instances there had been little
religious training and religious observances were irregular or had been
abandoned. An exhaustive study made by Henry V. Thurston shows many
delinquents to be habitually hungry for a satisfactory recreational
"fill in". Further proof of this fact is found in Sullinger's Omaha
2 Clement S. Mihanovich, "Who Is the Juvenile Delinquent?",
Social Science, April, 19U7.
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Study whose statistics reveal 55 per cent of the cases analyzed have
become delinquent as a result of inadequate recreational programs*
If the youth of America are to avoid the dangers which beset them,
if they are to participate actively in Catholic action, if they are to
become leaders in the Christian way of life in the family, if they are
to incorporate this Christian spirit in the economic and professional
fields, they must be afforded a means of keeping close to an ideal
especially during the critical years of adolescence. The Catholic
Youth Organization provides this means* It accepts the challenge
offered by present day conditions by furnishing a varied, balanced
program of activities.
Historical Background of the Catholic Youth Organization
The history of the Catholic Youth Organization is at the same time
the history and story of the Most Reverend Bernard J. Sheil, D.D.,
Senior Auxiliary Bishop of Chicago, its founder.
The idea for a Catholic Youth Organization was conceived in 1919
by the then Father Sheil amid the grim background of the Old Cook
County jail where he served as a Chaplain. The Catholic Youth Organi-
zation was born eleven years later, 1930, at a meeting called by Bishop
Sheil and attended by several public spirited and prominent Chicagoans
and priests. In 1932 it was incorporated under the laws of the State
of Illinois.
The stimulus that brought to reality the Catholic Youth Organiza-
tion was found in the Cook County jail where Father Sheil observed the
failure of society to provide an answer for underprivileged youth in
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search of social justice. It was also found in the early days of the
depression when no great vision was necessary to foresee the insidious
effect of unemployment and its accompanying disillusionment upon the
minds and souls of young people.
The Catholic Youth Organization, then, is the outgrowth of the
deep personal convictions of Bishop Sheil whose experiences as a Prison
Chaplain and foresight in the time of the nation’s worse economic
crisis convinced him of the need for this Youth Agency. One of his
convictions was the denial of a youth problem. "There are problems of
youth but no youth problem," was and is, the Bishop’s philosophy which
became the theme permeating all aims and goals of the Catholic Youth
Organization.
Toward that end, the purpose of the Catholic Youth Organization
was enunciated in its charter:
To promote among Catholic Youth a recreational, educa-
tional, and religious program that will adequately meet the
physical, mental, and spiritual needs of out of school
Catholic boys and girls, and, without regard to race, creed,
or color, to assist these young people who are in need; to
inspire, direct, and guide the natural creative instincts and
desires of young people into those worthwhile channels which
permit the widest expression of personality, individually or
in groups, while instilling in their minds and hearts a true
love of God and Country. 3
Though the varied activities and programs of the Catholic Youth
Organization have undergone revision and modification in its short
history, the above remains the foundation of all its endeavors. Such
changes and modifications as were necessary to bring the Catholic Youth
3 The Chicago Catholic Youth Organization Pamphlet, 19^7, p. 5
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Organization from an ideal to a working principle were always made
with its purposes clearly in mind.
Any historical analysis and interpretation of the work of the
Catholic Youth Organization must consider two distinct, but actually
related and complementary, phases in the development of the organiza-
tion. The first phase, the athletic period, extended from the
inception of the Catholic Youth Organization in 1930 to about 1938 .
At that time the Catholic Youth Organization was primarily identified
with activities recreational in nature. Through the dramatization of
the Catholic Youth Organization sports events, and through the coopera-
tion of newspapers, the Catholic Youth Organization insignia became
synonymous with athletic activities.
From the moment of its entrance onto the national scene. Bishop
Sheil had realized that inevitably the organization must advance far
beyond purely recreational endeavors if it were to offer more than a
mere palliative to the social ills of our time.
The transition from athletics to a broad social service program
was accelerated in 1938 with the establishment of the Catholic Youth
Organization West Side Community Center in an area decidedly blighted
and charged with the highest juvenile delinquency rating in Chicago.
Bishop Sheil has always been deeply aware of the intimate rela-
tion between recreation and religion. Someone has well said that the
soul is dyed the color of its leisure moments . The salvation of souls
is the fundamental and driving motive of the Catholic Youth Organization.
And the Catholic Youth Organization in the pursuit of that aim, employs
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It does not hesitate to insti-both supernatural and natural means,
tute new departments and new methods, if these will implement the
underlying purpose of its existence. The Catholic Youth Organization
uses the natural to attain the supernatural. In this it claims no
special T/isdom, but simply follows the lead of the Church.
The Catholic Youth Organization springs from the recognition of
the obvious fact that so large a proportion of the child's waking
hours are spent outside both the home and school. To quote Archbishop
Ruramel:^
When all is said and done to provide a religious
background for education and a wholesome spiritual, moral
and cultural atmosphere in the home, there still remains
gaps to be filled and functions to be supplied that are
beyond the scope of the school and for which the resources
of the home are inadequate* Social life reaches out be-
yond the family group to find satisfaction and gratification
in wider circles. This condition has prompted the organiza-
tion of what are now known as Youth Movements. Catholic
responsibility number three for youth is the formation and
support of well-planned Catholic Youth Organizations.
The function of the Catholic Youth Organization is, therefore,
to supplement these two primary and fundamental organizations, the
home and the school; and to assist them in their task of building men
and women of character, and helping them become useful citizens in
their world.
It has been said with validity that no two Catholic Youth Organi-
zations are alike. This is so because of the various circumstances
and problems indigenous to each diocese and archdiocese. Each meets
U Reverend Edward Robert Moore, An Address delivered at a meeting
of the Catholic Youth Organization, Waldorf Astoria, March 21, 1937.
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the need for a Catholic Youth Organization in a manner adapted to its
particular community.
The Chicago Catholic Youth Organization is unique because it is
not only the pioneer in such a movement and, as such, a model for
others ; but particularly because its energies are devoted to all youth.
Nevertheless, the Catholic Youth Organization is aware that there is
an immediate need for strong Catholic Youth Activity under the banner
of the Church. It is Bishop Sheil's belief that as the oldest estab-
lished youth organization in the Church in America, the Chicago
Catholic Youth Organization can continue to serve the interests of
youth without regard to race, color, or creed and at the same time
continue to divert much of its energy and experience to the Catholic
Youth of Chicago and elsewhere.
That the Catholic Youth Organization has succeeded in this way
is attested to by the thousands of requests for help, advice, and
guidance from Catholic Youth Groups in the United States, Canada,
South America, and Europe.
The Catholic Youth Organization in Boston
The Catholic Youth Organization, commonly known as the C.Y.O.,
of the Archdiocese of Boston was instituted on October, 1938. The
organization was the fulfillment of the desire of His Eminence, the
late William Cardinal O'Connell, to coordinate all leisure-time youth
activities which had been promoted in the Archdiocese over the period
of many years . His primary purpose was to provide a program based upon
the needs of the whole child. His aim was to contribute to the
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development of young people, particularly Catholic young people, in
all the phases of their lives that are not within the orbit of the
home or the school. He further recognized the need to augment the
work of the parish whenever parishes were weak in providing adequate
programs for youth.
This fundamental purpose of the Catholic Youth Organization
program remains the same today. It has expanded in many directions
but always it has been orientated toward this fundamental goal, the
development of the whole child within a Christian environment. To
assist the child in one phase of his development, and, at the same
time, neglect the other phases is as short-sighted as the practice of
a horse trainer who would spend long hours grooming his horses and
brushing their manes while forgetting to give them proper food.
Within this total environment are the home, the school, the
parish and, what for want of a better expression, might be called
’’the outside world." The Church has constantly striven to extend the
influences of the Christian environments into all these spheres. The
Catholic Youth Organization can implement this effort in two ways.
First, by encouraging and aiding in the development of strong parish
programs for young people and second, by setting up its own programs
for these purposes when parishes are unable to do so.
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Basic Principles of the Boston Catholic Youth Organization
In establishing the Catholic Youth Organization certain principles
were emphasized:^
1. The parish is the basic unit in the Catholic Youth
Organization set-up.
2. Nothing that has been built up in any parish as an
organized group should be torn down or changed without urgent
reasons. If capable of improvement, condition should be
improved gradually.
3« Existing parish youth activities possessing a live
program and an active membership should be brought under the
coordinating influence of the Catholic Youth Organization
without destroying their present set-up. In other words,
each society may remain a distinct group, but the aggregate
membership of all the societies will constitute the parish
Catholic Youth Organization unit and the activities of these
groups will be considered part of the Catholic Youth Organi-
zation.
U. Membership in religious societies must be urged lest
none but perhaps material benefits may be achieved.
5 * Emphasis placed on special activities or group
formations should be in proportion to their importance and
function. Too much stress on one feature or group will un-
balance the whole program.
6. The Catholic Youth Organization in the parish should,
as far as possible, consider and provide for all the needs
of youth, spiritual as well as material, mental as well as
physical, with the former having precedence in each case.
7. The Catholic Youth Organization should be based on
a uniform plan covering all the needs and interests of the
young. It should help the young to conduct themselves as
Christians in every respect and should constitute an introduc-
tion into Catholic manhood and womanhood. As such it forms a
complete and integral unit in the exercise of Catholic Action.
8. Every youth in the parish should be enrolled in the
Catholic Youth Organization.
5 Boston Catholic Youth Organization, Youth - Training for God
and Country, 19hS, p. 18.
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The primary requisite for spiritual development is
frequent reception of the Sacraments
.
Catholic Youth Or-
ganization members may receive Holy Communion on a
particular Sunday, under the auspices of their individual
parish unit, or as members of an existent parochial society.
It is suggested, however, that the fifth Sunday of certain
months be regarded as special Catholic Youth Organization
Communion Sunday.
10. It is well to develop intramural activities since
the Catholic Youth Organization insists on each and every
youth participating actively.
11. The success of any youth movement depends primarily
upon well qualified and trained leaders. One reason why
character-training organizations that have been built up
have tumbled down again is the lack of good leadership.
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nCHAPTER II
ORGANIZATION OF CATHOLIC YOUTH ORGANIZATION
Parish Youth Groups
The parish is the basic unit of the Catholic Youth Organization
and it is through this avenue that all approaches to the Catholic
young people are made. The parish Catholic Youth Organization direc-
tor, usually the pastor or one of the assistant priests, is in charge
of the parish unit. He coordinates all the youth programs and activi-
ties in the parish. As no two parishes have exactly the same problems,
the type of unit established in any given parish is determined by
conditions peculiar to that parish. The purpose, objectives, and
basic principles of the Catholic Youth Organization, however, remain
standard for all parishes.
Advisory Committee . To assist him in conducting the parish
Catholic Youth Organization program, it is suggested that the pastor
or the parish Catholic Youth Organization director form an efficient
advisory committee of men and women interested in fostering and
developing youth activities and willing to meet frequently to discuss
ways and means of assisting the youth of the parish. Likely candidates
for such advisory committees are found among the members of St. Vincent
de Paul Society, the Holy Name Society, and kindred women’s organiza-
tions .
Program Directors . Program Directors who assist the Catholic
Youth Organization director are the cultural director, the athletic
director, the hobby director, the social director and their assistants
t f. )
( )V 10 tjoy oiilORT i o-irr-j ttiaoho
. liasrr -r-iti laia art* to mo "o # i vj . vr t i«.v
.
-
. .
.
.
'
.
.
-
.
sb
.
.
i
xi ' • I
<
.
')
-jddorf - ,r >cf -ci
who serve immediately under them. All are appointed by the pastor or
parish Catholic Youth Organization director and the Advisory Committee
after careful study of the parish roster.
Deanery and Diocesan Organization
The Catholic Youth Organization is organized on a parish, deanery,
and diocesan basis. The primary link between the archdiocesan Catholic
Youth Organization and the parish unit is the deanery, which is com-
posed of a group of parishes within a definite geographical area.
Deaneries in the Archdiocese of Boston are set up according to existing
geographical counties. They are: Suffolk, North Middlesex, South
Middlesex, Essex, Norfolk, and Plymouth Deaneries. A priest is appointed
to act as the director in each deanery.
The Diocesan Youth Organization is the overall governing body of
the Catholic Youth Organization which is conducted under the general
direction of the Ordinary of the Diocese, the Most Reverend Archbishop
Cushing, and under the personal supervision of the Diocesan Youth
Director and the priests appointed to assist him.
Catholic Youth Council
The full development of the Catholic Youth Organization is attained
by the functioning of the Catholic Youth Council, which is a representa-
tive body of all Catholic youth groups. It makes special provision for
training in leadership for Catholic boys and girls, young men and young
women. The youth council is organized on a parish, deanery, and diocesan
basis
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Parish Youth Council
The Parish Youth Council is composed of two delegates from each
parish youth group or organization. These delegates are elected by
the members of the constituent units to serve for a specified term of
office. Their participation must be approved by the spiritual director
of their particular group. If there is only one Catholic youth group
in the parish, this group fulfills the functions of the Parish Youth
Council.
This Council assists the various youth groups by suggesting programs
and material in the field of Catholic youth work. It collaborates with
the members of the advisory committee and lay assistants; it also repre-
sents all Catholic youth groups of the parish when it is necessary for
them to function on the basis of a united front. The Parish Youth
Council is a member unit of and sends delegates to the Deanery Youth
Council.
The Deanery Youth Council
The next step in the organizational structure of the Catholic Youth
Organization is the Deanery Youth Council. Of these, there are four.
The same basic plan of the Parish Youth Council is continued in the
deanery division.
The Deanery Youth Council acts as a unifying force for all Parish
Youth Councils within the deanery; promotes activities in ail phases of
the Catholic Youth Organization program on a deanery-wide basis; acts
as a clearing house for all Catholic Youth Organization units in the
deanery; relays information and material from the Diocesan Youth Council
and the Diocesan Central Office to the parish units.
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The Diocesan Youth Council
The structure of the Diocesan Youth Council has the same general
pattern as the Parish and Deanery Youth Councils.
The Diocesan Youth Council promotes the orderly development of the
Catholic Youth Movement in the diocese; the establishment of parish
Catholic Youth Organization units; assists in the organization, direction,
and programming of the youth activities of the diocese; relays informa-
tion and material from the National Catholic Youth Council and Youth
Department of the National Catholic Welfare Conference; and is a
medium of contact with other youth organizations, state and national.
Catholic and non-Catholic, through the official representative of the
diocese, the Diocesan Director.
The Youth Department of the National Welfare Conference
This is one of the eight departments in the National Catholic
Welfare Conference. Like all departments within the Conference, it
operates as the agency created by the Archbishops and Bishops to serve
them in a national field. It executes, under the direction of an
Episcopal Chairman, the policies agreed upon by the Bishops.
The Youth Department has three main objectives:
1. To facilitate the exchange of information regarding
the philosophy, organization, program-content, and
methods of Catholic youth work.
2* To promote the National Catholic Youth Council as
the federating agency for all approved Catholic
youth groups.
3. To contact and evaluate all national governmental
and non-governmental youth organizations and
youth-serving agencies.
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The Youth Department provides the framework in which coordination
of all Catholic youth work can be achieved. It helps Catholic youth
leaders and young people to understand better the problems centering
about youth. It furnishes information and documentation adequate for
the interpretation of youth work, both Catholic and non-Catholic,
private and governmental, youth-led and adult-sponsored, domestic and
foreign. Finally, it develops, under the Hierachy, the National Catholic
Youth Council.
The National Catholic Youth Council
The National Catholic Youth Council is a federation of all exist-
ing approved Catholic youth groups in the United States. It was
instituted to promote, under ecclesiastical supervision, interchange
of information and services as well as unity and cooperation. This
new development does not necessarily imply changes in existing Councils
and organizations, but it does provide a framework whereby such existing
Councils and organizations can be unified on a voluntary basis.
The National Catholic Youth Council is so constituted that it
leaves unhampered the autonomy and initiative of the affiliated member-
ship and reserves to each Ordinary full authority over the youth of
his diocese. Its underlying principle is substantially that on which
the National Councils of Catholic Men and Women have been developed.
On a national scale there is a need for orderly and united action, the
opposite of more individualistic and separatist action in things that
concern the common good of Church and country.
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CHAPTER III
DIVISION OF PROGRAM
Considering this field of youth work, there are four divisions of
the program. These are not to be considered or organized as separate
independent functions
. The harmonious interplay of activities under
each division has been found the best method of gaining success in the
development of youth. In the operation of these four divisions of
activities it is found that in many instances they dovetail quite
naturally. A planned program is the cornerstone of success and must
embrace the four elements which constitute the daily living of Catholic
Youth - the religious, the cultural, the athletic, and the social.
The Religious Phase
While greatest prominence seems to be given to the social, ath-
letic, and cultural part of the program, it must not be thought that
the spiritual part is secondary. His Excellency, Most Reverend Amleto
Giovanni Cicognani, Apostalic Delegate to the United States, in his
letter to the assembly of Diocesan Youth Directors, wrote; "Neither the
breadth nor the attractiveness of your youth programs will supersede
the supernatural quality requisite for the stability and fruitfulness
of any Catholic organization.
This being a Catholic youth organization, it places the spiritual
welfare of the individual above all other considerations . It is based
on the concept that teaching love of God and respect for one's country
6 Youth - Training for God and Country
,
Boston Catholic Youth
Organization, 19U5, p. 35.
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is one of the soundest ways to develop future citizens capable of living
with the idealism and integrity that no material philosophy of life
could give. It provides for the study of religion amongst its members
which teach them to live their religion in all the manifestations of
life, not only at church but also at home, in the street, at the dance,
and on the athletic field.
The normal units which provj.de the basis of the spiritual program
of the Catholic Youth Organization are: (a) The Senior Holy Name
Society, (b) The Junior Holy Name Society, (c) The Sodality of the
Blessed Virgin, (d) The Children of Mary, and (e) The Confraternity of
Christian Doctrine. In the Confraternity of Christian Doctrine an
endeavor is made to inculcate in the hearts of youth a deep and sincere
knowledge of the supernatural through the medium of religious instruc-
tions, annual retreats, study clubs, and other supervised spiritual
exercises.
The Cultural Program
A primary objective of the Catholic Youth Organization is the
development by the individual of a culture which is in conformity with
Catholic principles and ideals . It is one of the highest functions of
a youth program to make youths conscious of a relative duty to cultivate
the arts and sciences, to provide opportunities for youth through a
participating program of activities in order to develop specific
abilities and proper attitudes, to satisfy their present needs, and to
inculcate proper traits of character for later life.
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The cultural program is justified by a number of practical reasons
such as the following:”^
1. It provides activities which appeal to many youths
who are either not interested or incapable of
participating in other phases of the program.
2. It contains many activities that afford valuable
training for adult life.
3. It embraces activities which can be carried out
by parishes lacking gymnasia and athletic equip-
ment.
In It provides activities which can be carried on in
the home.
There is a large variety of cultural activities from which youth
can choose in order to satisfy the interests of the Catholic Youth,
such as, debating, oratory, dramatics, study clubs, historical lectures,
essay writing, art exhibits, lecture bureaus, press clubs, and music -
which may include bands, fife, drum and bugle corps, choral groups, and
orchestras
.
The Athletic Program
The Boston Catholic Youth Organization recognizes that athletics
form an integral part of a comprehensive youth program. They contri-
bute very directly to the physical welfare of youth and offer
opportunities for mental, moral, and social development.
Athletics teach young people the value of self-restraint,
cooperation, and fair play, and the importance of taking
proper care of their physical health. The resultant is a
7 Youth - Training for God and Country , Boston Catholic Youth
Organization, 19h£, p. U3
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sound mind in a sound body, requisites in the formation
of zealous and devoted Catholics and intelligent and loyal
citizens
As in other phases of its activities, variety is the keynote of
the Catholic Youth Organization physical or recreational program in
which may be listed the following: football, golf, swimming, ice
hockey, baseball, skating, basketball, softball, track and field events,
skiing, bowling, hiking, and table games.
The Social Programs
The Catholic Youth Organization, well rounded in its scope of
activities, meets the demands of Catholic youth for functions of a
social nature. It offers opportunities for wholesome associations
with companions of the same and opposite sex in the proper environment
and under competent adult leadership. The youth is gradually taTight
the requirements of a correct social life, thereby learning to live
cooperatively with others in an adult society which is planned in
accordance with tradition and convention.
The scope of the activities possible under this division of the
program is practically unlimited. A weekly or monthly dance may be
used as a stimulator of interests in other divisions of the program.
The following are some of the suggested activities which afford
opportunities for wholesome associations in the proper environment:
holiday entertainments; father and son nights; dances (weekly or
monthly); theater, card, roller skating parties; socials (Sodality,
Holy Name); seasonal parties; sports nights, movies; and shows.
8 Most Rev. Richard J. Cushing, The Cause of Christ - The Cause of
Youth, Catholic Youth Conference, St. John’s Seminary, Dec. 8, l‘yU6.
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CHAPTER IV
AREA REPORT OF DORCHESTER
Dorchester, classified as a residential area, is divided into
two sections. North and South, the former consisting of the following
neighborhoods: Grove Hall, Mt. Bowdoin, Savin Hill, Uphams Corner,
Fields Corner, Codman Square North, and Franklin Park. It has a
foreign-bom white population of 2 I4..6 per cent higher than 60 per cent
of the Fifteen Health and Welfare Areas of Boston.
Dorchester South, wnich constitutes the sections of Codman Square
South, Franklin Field, Dorchester Lower Mills, Ashmont, and Neponset,
has a percentage of 25.9 foreign-born white population, higher than
66.6 per cent of the Fifteen Health and Welfare Areas.
The entire population, according to a 19^0 survey, numbers
12U,323 in the North, and 77,350 in the South, of which 61,000 are
Jewish inhabitants.
Russia is the country most often claimed as the birthplace of the
foreign-born, although Eire and Canada are also quite often referred
to as the land of their birth. The percentage of North Dorchester
inhabitants who have yet to register their eighteenth birthday is 29
while South Dorchester has 26 per cent, or about the same as for the
city of Boston as a whole.
Ranking Neighborhoods in Relation to Favorability
The neighborhoods are arranged in five groups according to favor-
ability, as prepared by the Research Bureau of the Greater Boston
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Community Council on the hasis of the following factors:
1. Housing 3. Social Breakdown Involving
Children
Median rents
Density Juvenile Court appearances
Crowding MSPCC cases
2. Economic Security U. Neighborhood Norm
Aid to Dependent Children 5» Deviation from the Norm
Dependent Aid
Unemployment (19h0)
Old Age Assistance
Median rents
The neighborhoods of Dorchester North and South fell into the
following groups:^
Most Favorable Group
Mattapan - Dorchester South
Second or Next to Most Favorable Group
Franklin Park - Dorchester North
Neponset - Dorchester South
Ashmont - Dorchester South
Dorchester Lower Mills - Dorchester South
Franklin Field - Dorchester South
Codman Square South - Dorchester South
Codman Square North - Dorchester North
Third or Average Group
Fields Corner - Dorchester North
Uphains Corner - Dorchester North
Savin Hill - Dorchester North
Mt. Bowdoin - Dorchester North
Next to Least Favorable Group
Grove Hall East - Dorchester North
9 Greater Boston Community Council, Do Plans Meet Needs? , Division
of Neighborhood House and Youth Agencies, p. lo.
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Public Recreation and Other Facilities
Public recreation facilities and programs in Dorchester may be
summarized as follows: The Boston Park Department has eight large and
five medium-sized playfields as well as several other smaller play
areas, with limited supervision and equipment. Franklin Park, which
is one of the largest play areas in the cit3r
,
borders Dorchester on
the West.
Prior to 19U7, the Boston School Department conducted play corners
for children up to about twelve years of age on nine or ten of the
Park Department playgrounds and in twenty-four school yards, divided
fairly evenly between Dorchester North and South.
The School Department has conducted classes and activities for
young people and adults at school centers in the Jeremiah Burke High
School (Grove Hall East) and at the Dorchester High School for Girls
(Codman Square South) two evenings a week and some afternoons during
the fall, winter and spring.
The Municipal Building in Uphams Corner has a gymnasium and there
are bath houses at Savin Hill, Malibou, and Tenean Beaches.
Catholic Youth Organization in Dorchester Parishes
An analysis of the twelve Catholic parishes providing leisure-time
activities in the area show a total of 23,U6l persons participating in
groups. This is not an unduplicated count. The following neighbor-
hoods offer recreational pursuits in Dorchester.
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Dorchester North Dorchester South
1. Mt. Bowdoin
2. Savin Hill
3. Uphams Corner
U. Fields Corner
3. Franklin Park
1. Codraan Square South
2. Dorchester Lower Mills
3. Ashmont
U. Neponset
5. Andrews Square
The approximate Roman Catholic population in Dorchester is
82,150, with 22,850 under twenty-one years of age.
Table I
PERCENTAGE OF CHURCH CONSTITUENCY FROM
WITHIN ONE-HALF MILE AREA OF CHURCH
Per Cent Number of Churches
Under 10 1
10 to 19 0
20 to 39 0
Uo to 59 2
60 to 75 0
Over 75 9
Total Number of Churches 12
Facilities of the Catholic Youth Organization . The extent of the
Catholic Youth Organization program depends to a certain measure upon
the facilities availatie in the parish and community. Where such
facilities as parish hall and parochial school gymnasiums have been
10 It is evident that Andrews Square is actually located in South
Boston, yet the section where the Roman Catholic Church is has been
ruled as part of Dorchester; therefore, this parish although located in
Andrews Square district serves a Dorchester populace.
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lacking, the Catholic Youth Organization leaders have been fortunate
in securing community facilities such as playgrounds, public gymnasiums,
and halls. For example, all gymnasium activities are centered in the
Jeremiah Burke High School, the Dorchester High School for Girls, and
the Municipal Building at Uphams Corner. These are used by all the
parishes in the area. For general programs, two of the parishes use
a privately owned hail and a Legion hall. Whenever these community
facilities are used, however, the Catholic Youth Organization takes
special care to provide proper supervision for the activities conducted
in these places.
Membership . The Catholic Youth Organization in all its programs
includes boys and girls, young men and young women. It operates on
three different age levels: Junior, 10 to 15 years inclusive; Inter-
mediate, 16 to 19 years inclusive; and Senior, 20 to 25 years inclusive.
This three-fold division allows for the different age needs, desires
and physical make-up of those engaged in the program. In non-competitive
activities, children of lower age levels are considered members of the
Catholic Youth Organization.
Leaders hip . The pastor, who is the head of the parish life,
delegates one of the parish priests as the Catholic Youth Director and
both survey the membership of the parish organizations. The potential
lay leaders are then personally approached by the pastor and director.
It has been found that for the success of a parish program, these lay
leaders should be well-educated, morally sound, and approximately
twenty-three to forty-five years of age. As Seminarians, those who
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become Catholic Youth Directors are trained through a lecture course
to the Seminarians which was inaugurated in 19i|0. The Diocesan C.Y.O.
Director and members of the Diocesan clergy are appointed to give a
series of conferences dealing with the specific phases of the Catholic
Youth Organization. These conferences deal with the philosophy under-
lying the training of youth and the technique of organization,
recommend research material and contain practical advice and suggestions.
Finance. It is the responsibility of the parish to finance, within
the limits of the parish resources, the recreational, social, cultural,
religious activities which young people seek for and desire.
Activity Participation of Total Church Membership . The following
tables with the accompanying analysis outline the entire recreational
program for the Catholic Churches of the area. The outline includes
the Catholic Youth Organization programs for age groupings below those
designated as "Adult” and "All Ages." The figures, including those
which cover activities for these ages, represent the total number of
participants in the various so-called recreational programs. Catholic
Youth Organization and others, carried on in the parishes throughout
the year.
The "All Ages" programs include those persons from each age level
who took part in the various special events held for children, young
people, and adults combined.
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Table II
NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS BY AGE GROUPS
Age
Group
Relig-
ious
Social
and/or
Service
Service
and
Social Social
Cultural
or
Cultural
Social Athletic Religious Total
Junior
10-15 565 0 0 865 927 3 291 5 6hQ
Intermediate
16-19 l 053 0 300 210 590 3U1 2 U9U
Senior
20-25 0 0 65 505 hhS 186 1 201
C.Y.O. TOTAL 1 618 0 365 l 580 1 962 3 818 9 3U3
Adult
26 and over 6 38U 128 800 U5 396 5U5 8 298
All Ages 2 385 0 500 235 0 2 700 5 820
GRAND TOTAL 10 387 128 1 665 1 860 2 358 7 063 23 U61
In terms of percentages, the participation is as follows, both by-
activities and membership groups:
Religious Social and/or Service Group
(Ulu2 per cent of total participation)
1. Adult members 61.U per cent 3» Intermediate 10.1 per cent
2. All Ages 22.9 per cent h
•
Juniors per cent
5. Seniors - no participation
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Religious Group
(30.1 per cent of total participation)
1. Juniors 1*6.5 per cent 3. Adult members 7.7 per cent
2. All Ages 38.2 per cent 1*. Intermediates 1*.8 per cent
5. Seniors 2.1* per cent
Athletic Group
(10 per cent of total participation)
1. Juniors 39.3 per cent 3. Seniors 18.8 per cent
2. Intermediates 25 per cent 1*. Adult members 16.7 per cent
5. All Ages - no participation
Cultural or Cultural Social Group
(7.9 per cent of total participation)
1. Juniors 1*6.5 per cent 3» All Ages 12.6 per cent
2. Seniors 27.1 per cent 1*. Intermediates 11.2 per cent
5. Adult Members 2.1* per cent
Social Group
(7 per cent of total participation)
1. Adult members 1*8 per cent 3. Intermediates 18 per cent
2. All Ages 30 per cent 1*. Seniors 3.9 per cent
5. Juniors - no participation
Service and Social Group
(Percentage of participation not significant)
In the five activity groups, the Juniors have the largest partici-
pation in Religious, Athletic, and Cultural or Cultural Social; and the
Adult members lead in Religious Social and/or Service, and in Social
groups
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Table III
NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS BY SEX GROUPS
Sex
Religious
Social
and/or
Service
Service
and
Social Social
Cultural
or
Cultural
Social Athletic Religious Total
Male 6 676 68 0 30 1 865 956 9 595
Female 3 566 0 900 260 U93 1 759 6 978
Mixed 1U5 60 765 1 570 0 h 3U8 6 888
TOTAL 10 387 128 1 665 1 860 2 358 7 063 23 U61
The percentage participation by sexes in the various group acti-
vities is
:
Religious Social and/or Service Group
Males 6!i,2 per cent Females 3h»h per cent Mixed l.U per cent
Service and Social Group
Males 53 per cent Mixed U6.8 per cent Females no participation
Social Group
Females 5U per cent Mixed U6 per cent Males no participation
Cultural or Cultural Social Group
Females 13-9 per cent Males 1.6 per cent
Athletic Group
Females 20.9 per cent Mixed no participation
Religious Group
Females 2h»9 per cent Males lii per cent
Mixed 8U.U per cent
Males 78.9 per cent
Mixed 60.6 per cent
.. -
” >•:
.
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The males lead in three groups, Religious Social and/or Service,
Service and Social, and Athletic; mixed lead in two groups, Cultural
or Cultural Social and Religious; and the females lead in the Social
group
.
Table IV
NUMBER OF GROUPS CONDUCTED BY PARISHES BY TYPES OF ACTIVITY
AND AGE GROUPS
Age
Group
Relig-
ious
Social
and/or
Service
Service
and
Social Social
Cultural
or
Cultural
Social Athletic Religious Total
Junior
10-15 12 0 0 Hi 39 12 77
Intermediate
16-19 9 0 2 5 23 2 la
Senior
20-25 0 0 1 6 17 3 27
C.Y.O TOTAL 21 0 3 25 79 17 1U5
Adult
26 and over 25 3 2 3 5 h U2
All Ages 5 0 1 0 1 5 12
GRAND TOTAL 51 3 6 28 85 26 199
The percentage participation of groups conducted by parishes by
type of activity and age groups is as follows
:
Athletics have the largest number of groups. By ages they are:
for Juniors, U5»8 per cent; for Intermediates, 27 per cent, for Seniors,
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20 per cent; for Adults, 5.8 per cent; and for All Ages, 1.1 per cent.
Religious Social and/or Service is next to Athletics in number of
groups. By ages they are: for Adults, I4.9 per cent; for Juniors, 23*5
per cent; for Intermediates, 17.6 per cent; for All Ages, 9.8 per cent;
and none for the Seniors.
Cultural or Cultural Servic e is third in the number of groups. By
ages they are: Juniors, 50 per cent; Seniors, 21.U per cent; Intermed-
iates, 17.8 per cent; Adults, 10.7 per cent; and no groups for All Ages.
Religious is next in the number of groups with the Juniors leading
at U5»7 per cent; Ail Ages, 19.2 per cent; Adults, 5»3 per cent;
Seniors, 12 per cent; and the Intermediates, 7.6 per cent.
Social is next with the number of groups. The Intermediates and
Adults have the same percentage, 33.3 per cent. The Seniors and All
Ages have 16.6 per cent each, and the Juniors have no groups in this
program.
Service and Social is entirely Adult in make-up.
Table V
NUMBER OF GROUPS CONDUCTED BY PARISHES BY TYPE OF ACTIVITY
AND SEX OF GROUP SERVED
Sex
Religious
Social
and/or
Service
Service
and
Social Social
Cultural
or
Cultural
Social Athletic Religious Total
Male 32 2 0 1 69 5 109
Female 15 0 1 5 16 8 U5
Mixed k 1 22 0 13 U5
TOTAL 51 3 6 28 85 26 199
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The percentage participation of groups conducted by parishes by
type of activity and sex is as follows:
Athletics is first in group activity. The percentage of males is
80.5 and the females is 19*5 per cent.
Religious Social and/or Service is second in group activity. The
males lead with 62.7 per cent, the females follow with 29.U per cent,
and the mixed have 7.8 per cent.
Cultural or Cultural Social is third in group activity. Mixed
have a percentage of 78. £, females have 17.8 per cent, and the males
have 3.5 per cent.
Religious is fourth in group activity. Mixed have a percentage
of 50, the females follow with 30.7 per cent, and the males have 19.2
per cent.
Social is last in group activity. Mixed again has the largest
percentage, 83.
3
3 while the females have 16.6 per cent, and the males
have no participation.
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Table VI
TOTAL RECREATION SESSIONS PER YEAR BY AGE GROUP
Age
Group
Relig-
ious
Social
and/or
Service
Service
and
Social Social
Cultural
or
Cultural
Social
Athletic Religious Total
Junior
10-15 b91 0 0 607 1 822 569 3 U95
Intermediate
16-19 292 0 62 136 933 hi 1 U6U
Senior
20-25 0 0 25 232 68h 101 1 Oil2
C.Y.O. TOTAL 789 0 87 975 3 U39 711 6 001
Adult
26 and over 8b9 llii 13 132 2U0 137 1 U85
All Ages 110 0 Uo 77 0 19b U21
GRAND TOTAL 1 7h8 11h 1U0 1 18U 3 679 1 0b2 7 907
Athletics have the most sessions per year. By ages the breakdown
in number of sessions is: (1) Juniors, (2) Intermediates, (3) Seniors,
and (U) Adults. The "All Ages" had no sessions.
Religious Social and/or Social Service is second in the number of
sessions per year. By ages, the standing is: (1) Adults, (2) Juniors,
(3) Intermediates, (U) All Ages, and no sessions for the Seniors.
Cultural or Cultural Social is third in the number of sessions per
year. The age order in number of sessions is: (1) Juniors, (2) Seniors,
(3) Intermediates, (U) Adults, and (5) All Ages.
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Religious is fourth in the number of sessions with the age
breakdown as follows: (1) Juniors, (2) All Ages, (3) Adults, (U)' Seniors,
and (5) Intermediates.
Social is fifth in the number of sessions per year. The age order
in number of sessions is: (1) Intermediate, (2) All Ages, (3) Seniors,
(U) Adults, and the Juniors have no sessions in this activity.
Service and Social is last in the number of sessions per year.
The Adults are the only participants in this activity.
In the six activity groupings, the largest number of sessions in
three instances. Athletic, Cultural or Cultural Social, and Religious,
are for the Juniors. They represent in these three categories almost
one-third of the total number of sessions per year. The sessions for
Adults exceed those for Intermediates by only twenty-one. Senior ses-
sions are smaller and the number of sessions for All Ages is slightly
less than one-twentieth of the entire number in the program.
Summary of Activity Participation
From these findings it is evident that of the three Catholic
Youth Organization age groups; namely. Junior Intermediate and Senior,
the Juniors are the most active group in all programs. They not only
have the largest number of groups - seventy-seven - but have twice as
many program sessions as have the Intermediates.
The Adults have the largest number of participants in group
activities (8,298) with All Ages and Juniors coming nearest to them
with 5*820 and 5*6U8 respectively. As would be expected, the groups
for All Ages, while large in membership, are not many and do not meet
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often. In any organization, the occasions for meetings of all ages are
relatively few. The Seniors are a poor third in group participation.
This same standing prevails in the matter of individual participation,
with the Juniors being the most active of the three.
In comparison with the classification outside the Catholic Youth
Organization description, namely Adults and All Ages, the Juniors again,
although second in standing to the Adults in regard to the number of
participants in group activities, rate almost on a par with All Ages.
Since the Catholic Youth Organization program is primarily for
boys and young men, the participation by girls and young women is
restricted to the programs of Adults, All Ages, and Mixed. Even in
this program, the Males outnumber the Females and Mixed by more than
one-third.
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CHAPTER V
THE CATHOLIC YOUTH PROGRAM IN THE TEN NEIGHBORHOODS OF DORCHESTER
This analysis covers the population data, the physical facilities,
the participation, and the program.
Codman Square South
The approximate Roman Catholic population in this neighborhood is
18,000 with li,200 under twenty-one years of age. It is served by two
parishes. Seventy-five per cent of the constituency live within a
one-half mile area of the church and U 5 5l8 persons, about one-fourth
of the church membership, participate in all recreational programs.
Physical facilities in addition to portion of church used for
worship . The physical facilities include an auditorium with a stage
and seating capacity of U00 which may be used for forums, dances, par-
ties, movies, and club groups. A social hall equipped with a platform
and a seating capacity of 500 ±s available for the same purposes as
the auditorium. Besides two small meeting rooms and two libraries,
there are also cooking facilities offered in both parishes. Two play
areas equipped with basketball courts are also available.
Average number of persons in recreation groups by age and sex
groups . Of the U,5l8 persons participating in the programs, there are
in the Religious Social and/or Service 75 Junior members, 165 Intermed-
iate members, 2,213 Adult members, and 835 All Age members of whom
2,303 are Males, 9$0 Females, and 35 Mixed. In the Cultural or Cultural
Social, 200 are Junior members and 125 are Senior members of whom 50 are
T IT ’ JiOQOT r^J.)Y DLIQKTAD "I’T
.
.
.
.
. .
.
.
1
- ^ c = 'O \t-
.
• ’
j • :.v . . . •:
t
t
•
.
•
.
Females and 275 Mixed members. In the Athletic category, there are 295
Junior members, UO Intermediate members, 60 Senior members, and 80
Adult members of whom 360 are Male and 115 Female members • In the
Religious Group, there are 60 Junior members, 70 Senior members, and
300 All Age members of whom 60 are Male and 370 Mixed members
.
Number and types of recreation groups according to age and sex of
group served
.
There are 36 groups. In the Religious Social and/or
Service, there are two groups of Juniors, two Intermediate, four Adult
and two All Age groups which make up seven Male groups, two Female
groups and one Mixed group. In the Cultural or Cultural Social there
are three Junior groups and one Adult group of which one is a Female
group and three are Mixed. In the Athletic, there are twelve Junior
groups, two Intermediate groups, three Senior groups, one Adult group,
and one All Ages group which make up fifteen Male groups and four Female
groups. In the Religious group, there is one Junior group, one Senior
group, and one All Age group of which one is a Male group and two are
Mixed.
Participation of the three youth groups in the Catholic Youth
Organization . Of the U,5l8 total members participating in the activi-
ties, only 1,090 of these are in the Youth Divisions. This participa-
tion is as follows: 75 Juniors and 165 Intermediates composed of Male,
Female, and Mixed groups of members active in the Religious Social
and/or Service. Three hundred Juniors and 125 Seniors are active in
the Cultural or Cultural Social as Mixed groups, 295 Juniors, 1|0
Intermediates, and 60 Seniors as Male and Female groups are active in
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Athletics. Sixty Juniors and 70 Seniors are active as a Male and a
Mixed group in the Religious activities. There is no participation in
the Social category.
Dorchester Lower Mills
The approximate Roman Catholic population in this neighborhood
served as one parish is 10,000 with 2,00 under twenty-one years of age.
Seventy-five per cent of the constituency live within a one-half mile
area of the church. Two thousand two hundred and six persons are in
all recreational programs.
Physical facilities in addition to portion of church used for
worship . The physical facilities include an auditorium with a capacity
of U00, equipped with a stage, for the use of forums, dances, parties,
and club groups. A play area is also available which is equipped with
a basketball court.
Average number of persons in recreation groups by age and sex
groups . There are 2,206 persons participating in the church recreation
programs. In the Religious Social and/or Service there are 700 Male
Adults and 900 Female All Age members. In the Social category there are
U00 Female Adult members and in the Religious category there are 206
Junior members, >0 of whom are Male and 1^6 Mixed members.
Number and types of recreation groups according to age and sex of
group served . Of the four groups in this area, the Religious Social
and/or Service has one Adult group and there is also one All Age group
composed of one Male and one Female group. The Social category has one
Adult Female group and the Religious category has one Junior Male group.
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Participation of Junior, Intermediate and Senior groups in the
Catholic Youth Organization . Of the 2,206 total members participating
in the church activities, only 206 of these are in the Youth Divisions.
The only participation in the Catholic Youth Organization is by 206
Junior members of a Male group.
Ashmont
The approximate Roman Catholic population in this neighborhood
served by one church is 8,000, with 2,000 under twenty-one years of age.
Seventy-five per cent of the constituency live within a one-half mile
area of the church. Two thousand one hundred and seventy-seven persons
participate in all recreational programs.
Physical facilities in addition to portion of church used for
worship. The physical facilities include an auditorium with a capacity
of 1,100, equipped with a stage which may be used for forums, dances,
parties, and club groups, besides one small meeting room which is also
available.
Average number of persons in recreation groups by age and sex
groups . Of the 2,177 persons participating in this neighborhood, there
are in the Religious Social and/or Service, 30 Junior members, 8 Inter-
mediate members, and 22U Adult members, of whom 236 are Male and 26 are
Feraale. In the Service and Social category there are 60 Adult members
in a Mixed group. In the Social category there are 200 Intermediate
members and 65 Senior members, of whom all are in a Mixed group. In
the Cultural or Cultural Social category there are 170 Junior members,
50 Senior members and 20 Adult members, of whom 30 are Male and 210 are
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Mixed. In the Athletic category there are 280 Junior members, 85
Intermediate members, and 160 Adult members, of whom lj.00 are Male and
125 are Female. In the Religious category there are 500 Junior mem-
bers, 225 Intermediate members, and 100 Adult members of whom 100
are Female and 725 are Mixed.
Number and types of recreation groups according to age and sex
of group served . There are 36 groups reported in this area. In the
Religious Social and/or Service, the Juniors have one group, the Inter-
mediates have one group and the Adults have three groups of which three
are Male groups and two are Female groups. In the Service and Social
category the Adults have one Mixed group. In the Social category, the
Intermediates have one group and the Seniors have one group, both of
which are Mixed. In the Cultural or Cultural Social, the Juniors
have three groups, the Seniors have one group, of which one is a Male
group and four are Mixed groups. The Athletics have fourteen Junior
groups, four Intermediate groups, and two Adult groups, of which seven-
teen are Male groups and three are Female groups. In the Religious
category, the Juniors have one group, the Intermediates have one group
and the Adults have one group, of which one is a Female group and two
are Mixed groups.
Participation of Junior, Intermediate and Senior groups in the
Catholic Youth Organization . Of the 2,177 total members participating
in the church activities, 1,613 of these are in the Youth Division.
This participation is as follows: 30 Juniors and 8 Intermediates of
Male and Female groups are active in the Religious Social and/or
Service. Two hundred Intermediates and 65 Seniors in Mixed groups are
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active in the Social category. One hundred and seventy Juniors and 5>0
Seniors in Male and Mixed groups are active in the Cultural and Cultural
Social activities
. Two hundred and eighty Juniors and 85 Intermediates
in Male and Female groups are active in the Athletic category. Five
hundred Juniors and 225 Intermediates in Male and Mixed groups are
active in the Religious category.
Neponset
The approximate Roman Catholic population in this neighborhood
served through one parish is i;,850, with 1,850 under twenty-one years
of age. Eighty-five per cent of the constituency live within a one-half
mile area of the church. There are 2,251; persons participating in all
recreation programs.
Physical facilities in addition to portion of church used for
worship . The only physical facility is one small meeting room.
Average number of persons in recreation groups by age and sex .
Of the 2,251; persons participating in programs, there are in the Reli-
gious Social and/or Service, 120 Junior members, 150 Intermediate
members, and 1;60 Adult members, of whom 520 are Male and 250 are Female.
In the Cultural or Cultural Social category, there are 58 Junior mem-
bers and 220 Senior members, all of them being in a Mixed group. In
the Athletic category there are 57 Junior members, 30 Intermediate
members, 15 Senior members, and 56 Adult members, of whom 150 are Male
and U8 are Female. In the Religious category there are 668 Junior
members and 300 All Age members, of whom lU8 are Female and 820 are
Mixed members
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Number and types of recreation groups according to age and sex of
group served
. There are 19 groups. In Religious Social there are two
Junior groups, two Intermediates, and two Adult groups, of which three
are Male groups and three are Female groups
. In the Cultural or
Cultural Social, there are two Junior groups and one Senior group, all
of which are Mixed groups. In the Athletic category, there are two
Junior groups, two Intermediate groups, one Senior group and two Adult
groups, six of which are Male groups and one a Female group. In the
Religious group there are two Junior groups and one All Age group, of
which one is a Female group and two are Mixed groups.
Participation of the Junior, Intermediate and Senior groups in the
Catholic Youth Organization . Of the 2,25U total members participating
in the church activities, 1,850 under twenty-one years of age, only
1,398 of these are active in the Youth Divisions. This participation
is as follows: 120 Juniors and 190 Intermediates are active in the
Religious Social and/or Service as three Male and three Female groups.
Ninety-eight Juniors and 220 Seniors as Male and Female groups are
active in the Athletic category. The Juniors have 668 members divided
into a Female and two Mixed groups which are active in the Religious
category. There is no participation in the Social category.
Andrews Square
The approximate Roman Catholic population in this neighborhood is
5,800, with 1,900 under twenty-one years of age. One hundred per cent
of the constituency live withon one-half mile area of the church. There
are 2,533 persons participating in all recreational programs.
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Physical facilities in addition to portion of church used for
worship . The physical facilities include a social hall with a capacity
of 200, equipped with a platform and movie equipment, that may be used
for forums, dances, parties, movies, and club groups. There are eight
small meeting rooms besides two libraries. The groups also have the
use of two pool tables. The gymnasium is a converted low-ceiling
basement of the school and there are also two other play areas, one
of which is equipped with a basketball court.
Average number of persons in recreation groups by age and sex
groups . There are 2,533 persons participating in this neighborhood.
In the Religious Social and/or Service, there are hS Junior members,
130 Intermediate members, and 1,320 Adult members, of whom 915 are
Male and 580 are Female. In the Service and Social category, there
are eight Male Adult members. In the Cultural or Cultural Social, there
are 150 Female Intermediate members . In the Athletic category, there
are 160 Intermediate members of whom 130 are Male and 30 are Female.
In the Religious category there are 200 Junior members, 100 Intermediate
members, and 20 Adult members, of whom 200 are Male and 120 are Female.
Number and types of recreation groups according to age and sex of
group served. There are 16 groups reported in this area. In the
Religious Social and/or Service, the Juniors have one group, the Inter-
mediates have two groups and the Adults have three groups, of which
three are Male groups and three are Female groups. The Service and
Social group have one Male Adult group. The Social category has one
Adult Mixed group. The Cultural or Cultural Social has three Intermediate
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Female groups. The Athletics have two Intermediate groups, one of which
has a Female membership and the other Male. In the Religious, the
Juniors, Intermediates, and Adults each have one group, of which two are
Female and one is Mixed.
Participation of the Junior, Intermediate and Senior Groups in the
Catholic Youth Organization . Of the 2,533 total members participating
in the church activities, 1,^00 under twenty-one, 785 are in the Youth
Divisions. This participation is as follows: U5 Juniors and 130
Intermediates in Male and Female groups are active in the Religious
Social and/or Service. One hundred and fifty Intermediates in three
Female groups are active in the Cultural or Cultural Social category.
One hundred and sixty Intermediates in one Male and one Female g roup are
active in the Athletic category. Two hundred Juniors and 100 Intermed-
iates as Female and Mixed groups are active in the Religious category.
There is no participation in the Social category.
Mt. Bowdoin
The approxiinate Roman Catholic population in this neighborhood
served in one parish is 7,500 with 2,000 under twenty-one years of age.
One hundred per cent of the constituency live within a one-half mile
area of the church. There are 1,812 persons participating in all
recreational programs.
Physical facilities in addition to portion of church used for
worship. The physical facilities include an auditorium with a capacity
of 1,200, equipped with a stage for the use of forums, dances, parties,
and club groups. There are two smaller meeting rooms besides a library
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available for club groups. The groups also have the use of a pool
table, ping pong table, and movie equipment, plus the use of a play-
area.
Average number of persons in recreation groups by age and sex
groups . There are 1,712 persons participating in this neighborhood.
In the Religious Social and/or Service, there are 110 Juniors, 500
Intermediates and U 7 Adults, of whom 122 are Male members, 500 Female
and 35 Mixed. In the Service and Social category, there are 60 Male
Adult members. In the Cultural or Cultural Social, there are 30
Intermediate members, and 50 Senior members who are all in Mixed groups.
In the athletic category, there are 55 Junior members, 55 Intermediate
members, and 205 Senior members, of whom 275 are Male and U0 are
Female. In the Religious category, there are 600 Female All Age
members
•
Number and types of recreation groups according to age and sex of
group served
.
There are 18 groups. In the Religious Social and/or
Service, the Juniors have two groups, the Intermediates have one group,
and the Adults have two groups, which make up two Male groups, two
Female, and one Mixed. In the Service and Social group, the Adults
have one Male group. The Cultural or Cultural Social has one Inter-
mediate group and one Senior group, both of which are Male groups.
The Athletic group has two Junior groups, two Intermediate grouns, and
four Senior groups, which make up seven Male and one Female group. In
the Religious, there are two All Age Mixed groups.
Participation of the Junior, Intermediate and Senior groups in the
Catholic Youth Organization. Of the 1,712 total members participating
..
•
. vr.
.
.
.
?
.
.
.
.
-
.
.
.
.
in the church activities, 2,000 under twenty-one years of age, 975 are
active in the Youth Division. This participation is as follows: 110
Juniors and 500 Intermediates as Male, Female and Mixed groups are
active in the Religious Social and/or Service category. Thirty Inter-
mediates and 50 Seniors as two Mixed groups are active in the Cultural
or Cultural Social category. Fifty-five Juniors, 55 Intermediates, and
205 Seniors in seven Male groups and one Female group are active in
the Athletic category. There is no activity in the Social or Religious
categories.
Savin Hill
The approximate Roman Catholic population in this neighborhood
served by one church is 5*000, with 2,000 under twenty-one years of age
One hundred per cent of the constituency live within a one-half mile
area of the church. There are 1,039 persons participating in groups
in all recreational programs.
Physical facilities in addition to portion of church used for
worship . The physical facilities include an auditorium with a capacity
of 1,000, equipped with a stage and used for forums, dances, parties,
and club groups. There are twelve small meeting rooms, besides a
library, and cooking facilities which can accomodate 300 persons. The
gymnasium is a converted low-ceiling basement of school and a play area
Average number of persons in recreation groups by age and sex
groups . There are 1,039 persons participating in the programs. In the
Religious Social and/or Service, there are 100 Junior members, 60
Intermediate members, and 12 Adult members, of whom i|02 are Male, 360
are Female, and 60 are Mixed. In the Social category, there are 100
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Intermediate members in a Mixed group. In the Cultural or Cultural
Social, there are 27 Junior members and 30 Intermediate members, all of
whom are Mixed members. In the Athletic category, there are 20 members
in the Junior group, 20 in the Intermediate group, and 20 in the Senior
group, all of whom are Male.
Number and types of recreation groups according to age and eex of
group served . There are 13 groups reported in this area. In the
Religious Social and/or Service, the Juniors have two groups, the
Intermediates, one group, the Adults, one group, and the All Ages have
two groups, of these, three are Male groups, two are Female, and one is
a Mixed group. The Social category has one Intermediate Mixed group.
The Cultural or Cultural Social has two Junior groups and one Inter-
mediate group, all of which are Mixed. The Athletic category has one
Junior group, one Intermediate, and one Senior group, all of which are
Male.
Participation of the Junior, Intermediate and Senior groups in the
Catholic Youth Organization . Of the 1,039 total members participating
in the church activities, 2,000 under twenty-one years of age, 377 of
these are in the Youth Divisions. This participation is as follows:
100 Juniors and 60 Intermediates as Male, Female and Mixed groups are
active in the Religious Social and/or Service category. One hundred
Intermediates in a Mixed group are active in the Social category.
Twenty-seven Juniors and 30 Intermediates in three Mixed groups are
active in the Cultural or Cultural Social category. Twenty Juniors,
20 Intermediates and 20 Seniors in three Male groups are active in the
Athletic category. There is no participation in the Religious category.
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Uphams Corner
The approximate Roman Catholic population in this neighborhood
served by two churches is 16,000, with 5*000 under twenty-one years of
age. Seventy-five per cent of the constituency live within a one-half
mile area of the church. There are 3*775 participants in all recrea-
tional programs.
Physical facilities in addition to portion of church used for
worship . The physical facilities include two auditoriums with one
having a capacity of 750 and the other a capacity of 800 but it is not
in use, being condemned by the City Building Department. The available
auditorium may be used for forums, dances, parties, and club groups.
There is also a smaller social hall with a platform besides cooking
facilities available in both parishes. Each parish furnishes a play
area, one of which is equipped with a basketball court.
Average number of persons in recreation groups by age and sex
groups . There are 3*775 persons participating in the programs. In
the Religious Social and/or Service, there are 85 Junior members and
981 Adult members; the entire 1,066 members are Male. In the Social
category there are 500 Females in the All Age group. In the Cultural
or Cultural Social there are 120 Junior members, 25 Adult members, and
235 All Age members of whom h20 are Male and 135 are Female. In the
Athletic groups, there are 200 Junior members, 190 Intermediate mem-
bers, 1U5 Seniors, and 20 Adults of whom U20 are Male and 135 are
Female members. In the Religious category, there are 892 Junior members,
16 Intermediate members, 116 Senior members, and 250 Adult members of
whom 616 are Male, 6l6 Female, and 1*2 Mixed members.
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Number and types of recreation groups according to age and sex of
group served
. There are Ul groups reported in this area. In the
Religious Social and/or Service, there are two Junior groups and four
Adult groups, all of which are Male groups. In the Social groups, there
is one Mixed All Age group. In Cultural or Cultural Social, the Juniors
have three groups, the Seniors have one group, and the Adults have one
group which make up one Female group and four Mixed groups . In the
Athletic category, the Juniors have seven groups, the Intermediates
have nine groups, and the Seniors have seven groups, which make up
seventeen Male and six Female groups. In the Religious, the Juniors
have three groups, the Intermediates have one group, the Seniors two
groups, and the Adults one group, which make up two Male groups, three
Female groups, and one Mixed group.
Participation of the Junior, Intermediate and Senior groups in the
Catholic Youth Organization . Of the 3*775 total members participating
in church activities, 5*000 under twenty-one years of age in the total
Roman Catholic population of this neighborhood, only 1,765 are active
in the Youth Divisions . This participation is as follows : 85 Juniors
as a Male group are active in the Religious Social and/or Service. One
hundred and twenty Juniors as Female or Mixed groups are active in the
Cultural or Cultural Social category. Two hundred Juniors, 190 Inter-
mediates, 1U5 Seniors as Male or Female groups are active in the Athletic
category. Eight hundred and ninety-two Juniors, 16 Intermediates and
116 Seniors as a Male, Female or Mixed group are active in the Religious
category. There is no participation in the Social category.
.1
'
.
0
'10 .' J •
,,
"
.
-
: .
, • .
,
•
. • t :
•
.
.
... ...
r
- j :
55
-
Fields Corner
The approximate Roman Catholic population in this neighborhood
served by one parish is U>000, with 1,000 under twenty-one years of age.
Seventy-five per cent of the constituency live within a one-half mile
area of the church. There are 2,106 persons participating in all
recreational programs.
Physical facilities in addition to portion of church used for
worship. The physical facilities include an auditorium with a capacity
of liOO people which is equipped with a stage and is available for forums,
dances, parties, and club groups. There are two small meeting rooms
besides a play area which is also available and used with the other
facilities
.
Average number of persons in recreation groups by age and sex
groups. There are 2,106 persons participating in this neighborhood.
In the Religious Social and/or Service, there are 106 Male Adult members.
In the Cultural or Cultural Social, there are 250 Junior members and
25 Senior members, of which all 275 members are in a Mixed group. In
the Athletic category, there are 10 Intermediate members and U0 Adult
members, all of whom are Male. In the Religious category there are
175 Male Adult members and 1,500 members in the All Age group which is
a Mixed group.
Number and types of recreation groups according to age and sex of
group served. There are 18 groups reported in this area. In the
Religious Social and/or Service, there are two Adult Male groups. In
the Cultural or Cultural Social, there is one Junior group and one
Senior group, both of these are Mixed membership. In the Athletic
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category there is one Intermediate group and one Senior group, both of
them Male groups. In the Religious, there is one Adult group and one
All Age group of which one is Female and one Mixed.
Participation of the Junior, Intermediate and Senior groups in
the Catholic Youth Organization . Of the 2,106 total members participat-
ing in church activities, 1,000 under twenty-one years of age, only
285 are active in the Youth Divisions. This participation is as follows:
250 Juniors and 25 Seniors as two Mixed groups are active in the Cultural
or Cultural Social category. Ten Intermediates as two Male groups are
active in the Athletic category. There is no participation in the
Social or Religious category.
Franklin Park
The approximate Roman Catholic population in this neighborhood
served by one parish is 3,000, with 900 under twenty-one years of age.
Under 10 per cent of the constituency live within a one-half mile area
of the church. There are 1,11*1 persons participating in all recreation-
al programs.
Physical facilities in addition to portion of church used for
worship. The only physical facility is one small meeting room.
Average number of persons in recreation groups by age and sex
groups. Of the 1,11*1 persons participating in programs, 321 are Adults
in the Religious Social and/or Service category, of whom 306 are Male
members and 15 are in a Mixed group. In the Cultural or Cultural
Social category, 35 are Seniors participating in a Mixed group. In the
Athletic category there are 20 Junior members, all of whom are Male.
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In the Religious category there are 765 Juniors, 30 of which are Male
and 755 in Mixed groups.
Number and types of recreation groups according to age and sex of
group served . In the eight groups in this area, three are Adult groups
in the Religious Social and/or Service; two are Male and one is a Mixed
group. In the Cultural or Cultural Social category there is a Mixed
Senior group. In the Athletic category there is one Male Junior group.
In the Religious category, the Juniors have three groups which are
made up of one Male group and two Mixed groups.
Participation of the Junior, Intermediate and Senior groups in
the Catholic Youth Organization . Of the l,ll|l members participating
in the church activities, 900 under twenty-one years of age, 820 are
active in the Youth division. This participation is as follows: 35
Seniors as one Mixed group are active in Cultural or Cultural Social
category. Twenty Juniors as one Male group are active in the Athletic
category. There are 765 Juniors as three Male and two Mixed groups
which are active in the Religious category. There is no activity shown
in the Religious Social and/or Service or in the Social category.
The material presented in this chapter was gathered by the writer
in interviews with the Catholic Youth Organization Director of each
parish. The instrument used in the interviews is the schedule called
"Church Recreation Study1 ' which is found in the Appendix. Certain
facts have not been put down in detail under each neighborhood descrip-
tion. For instance, in answer to the question, "rthat church facilities
are available to groups of the general public’.1", it was discovered tliat
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in every instance the church auditorium, where one existed, was the only
facility open to the public. It was also found that only occasionally
did outside groups, such as Veterans and Fraternal organizations, hold
meetings in the church and these were the observance of Communion Sunday.
The schedule also included a question on the attitude of the
Catholic Youth Director towards expanding recreation programs
. The
replies in this regard were altogether in the affirmative. However,
such expansion of program is limited by certain factors which the writer
has set down as "Special Needs of the Ten Neighborhoods." Two of the
ten neighborhoods studied, Codman Square South and Uphams Corner are
divided into parishes each. The remaining neighborhoods are one parish
areas
.
Special Needs of the Ten Neighborhoods
In comparing the facilities of the ten neighborhoods, it would
appear that eight out of the ten are fairly well equipped, inasmuch as
they each have an auditorium or social hall. This, however, is only
partially true because of the variation in the types of auditoriums and
social halls as well as the location of these on the church property.
Some of these facilities have permanent seating arrangements which limit
the type of activities and others are so built that they are not sturdy
enough to accomodate the kinds of activity program adapted to the
youth groups.
In the two neighborhoods where the parishes have no auditoriums or
social halls of their own, rental of private halls and club rooms is
necessary. For instance, none of the auditoriums can be used for
athletic purposes. It is necessary to use public gymnasiums and
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playgrounds for these programs.
These facts reveal the need for?
1. Gymnasiums to provide proper quarters for athletic
activity.
2. Leadership capable of adapting programs to the existing
church and community facilities.
3. Further financial support to make possible new facilities
for up-to-date youth programs.
ii. Leadership capable of stimulating interest in programs,
especially for Intermediates and Seniors.
!?• Expansion of program services, including athletics for
girls and young women.
6. The recruiting and putting to work of strong lay leader-
ship in the parish for groups and other activities.
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CHAPTER VI
CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
The Catholic Youth Organization, in addition to giving people ex-
perience in working together, has generated a substantial amount of
community interest, understanding, and action. Part of this is evidenced
by the fact that no parish is without a Catholic Youth Organization
program and that, with only one or two exceptions, the programs are com-
paratively strong.
Since the Catholic Youth Organization in the twelve parishes of
Dorchester provides group work and recreation service to approximately
9,000 youths in 1l& groups, it can be said that this organization is an
acceptable instrument of the church in the moral development of its
youth. Not only do the participants take part in all programs, includ-
ing the athletic, social, cultural, and religious, but the leaders,
approximately twenty-three to forty-five years of age, are well-educated
and morally sound.
Organizationally, the Catholic Youth Organization is sound both
in the local parish and in its larger relationships. The effectiveness
of the individual church program, however, depends entirely upon the
strength of the leadership given by the parish director.
There is a high correlation between participation and good facilities
as well as between participation and accessability to church centers.
Strong programs exist in most of the parishes where these factors and
good leadership exist. However, in one parish with one hundred per cent
of its constituency living within one-half mile of the church and having
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very good facilities, there is only a twenty per cent participation by
those eligible for the program. Therefore, it might be concluded, since
these factors should make good programming possible, that there is a
lack of leadership to do the work.
It is evident that the Lecture Course to Seminarians has been of
invaluable assistance to those who in recent years have taken their
place in the ranks of the clergy. It is certain that the guidance given
by the priests who give the lectures, experienced as they are in the
development of youth, has enabled these youth leaders to avoid the
errors and dangers which inexperienced though earnest leaders might
encounter. At the same time, the course has laid a foundation for
efficiency in the conduct of a youth program.
Since, in practically every parish, the largest participation both
as individuals and in groups is by Juniors, it is apparent that emphasis
should be given to reaching more Intermediates and Seniors. Greater
stress should also be placed on enrolling more girls and young women
if the church is to serve all its youth.
In building future churches and church schools, the planners should
take into consideration the needs of areas for play and group activities
and build physical plants to meet these needs. Up to this point, in the
development of the Catholic Youth Organization, the program has perforce
been obliged to accomodate itself very much to the facilities at hand,
most of which were constructed in an earlier day when such a youth
program was not even considered.
A study should be made in training of volunteers in the Catholic
Youth Organization program. This study might include training courses
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that are being utilized and have been presented in the various dioceses
and archdioceses. The study might also have various sources of outside
assistance along volunteer training lines, which are present in the
average community and which can be tapped by the diocesan youth office.
The total picture of leisure-time activity of the Catholic Youth
Organization depicts a normal youth participating in and enjoying those
activities which appeal to growing boys and girls. There is need,
however, for a coordinating body of men and women selected to serve as
a community planning group. This will not only improve the quality of
the group work but will take into consideration many other groups which
function in the community as a whole and which are important in the
personality development of young people.
Approved
Pd chard K. Conant
Dean
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NUMBER OF SPECIAL EVENTS OF RECREATIONAL NATURE,
INCLUDING LECTURES AND AVERAGE ATTENDANCE
BY AGE GROUP
Neighborhood
Where Located
No. of Events
Per Year
Average Attendance
Under 21 Over 21 Total
Franklin Park 3 150 300 U50
Neponset 2 600 1 Uoo 2 000
Dorchester
Lower Mills 3 250 850 1 100
Codman Square
(South) 26 1 050 13 800 lit 850
Uphams Corner 21 2 500 9 560 12 060
Fields Corner 2 300 2 000 2 300
Mt. Bowdoin 5 1 800 2 600 it Uoo
Savin Hill 7 675 2 175 2 850
Ashraont 27 675 1 575 2 250
Andrew Square 12 100 200 300
TOTAL 103 8 100 3k k60 U2 560
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2III.
Group
Groups sponsored by church but part of program of other organizations (i.e.)
Red Cross or Scouts)
No. of
Members
Meet- Av.att,
ings
Predominant
Membership from Leadership from
per
Year
per
meet- |Church
ing
(check)
Outside
Church
( check)"
Church
Outside
Church Comment
i
IV. Special events conducted by the church which are educational, communal, or
social other than those included in regular religious services (e.g. lectures,
church suppers, plays, parties).
Event
Brief
descrip-
tion if
needed
How often
held per
year
Approximate attendance each
time held, by age group
Open to
the Gen-
eral
Public Comment21 & over under 21 12 & under
*
i»
<
;
I
i
- 3 -
V. Physical facilities in addition to portion of church used
for worship: ( check)
Number of hours in
use per week
Type Descriptive detail 1-5 5-10 over 10 yes no
Auditorium with stage capacitv
Social hall with platform capacity
Cooking facilities to serve how many?
Small meeting rooms number of rooms
Gymnasium equipped for
Library number of volumes
Bowling alley
Pool table
Ping pong table
Movie equipment
Used by individ-
uals other than
members of groups
Other facilities indoor
and
equipment outdoor
What church facilities are available to
groups of the general public? Free Rental How often
- — -
What organizations not under church auspices
meet regularly in the church? Purpose How often

- a -
VI. Who, if anyone, is responsible for initiating and supervising social recreation
in the church?
Responsible for (check)
Title and description
of duties
young people
(under 21 years)
adults
(21 and over)
VII. Would you like to have more recreation in connection with the church?
VIII Comments by interviewer
c enc v \s
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